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Vanderbilt finally agreed to carry the mail for the postage upon Holt's
promise to urge Congress to grant additional compensation in the short
session. The Commodore had won again. Once more congressional
impotence was playing into the hands of speculators. Again the South
had evidence that money was making a mockery of the operation of
the federal government.2
Equally disillusioning was the treatment accorded Buchanan's con-
tinued efforts to make capital through foreign policies designed to
expand American interests in Mexico and Central America. The Demo-
cratic Senate refused his treaties. There was a much more important
reason for his failure than the simple fact that the Democratic majority
in the Senate was less than the two-thirds essential to treaty ratification.
In truth Buchanan's treaties and requests for power collided with the
conflicting attitudes which were wrecking other aspects of his adminis-
tration. On the one hand southernism had reached the stage where its
leaders, with possible secession in mind, hated to give power to a gov-
ernment soon to be controlled by the Republicans. Even where the
advantages proposed to be gained were in lands which had a slavery
climate, some southerners like Hammond of South Carolina saw
dangers in the responsibilities which these treaties would bring. Could
the turbulent population of Central America be managed other than
by force, and that a force administered by our central government?
Would not this turn the American federal system into an imperial
centralized government? At the same time the metropolitan, territorial,
New England, and antislavery attitudes shied away from pacts which
extended territory southward and thereby advanced the slave power.
Thus, Congress adjourned without any important action on Buchanan's
foreign policy.
Ill
The final calamity to the Democracy in this session came when the
few remaining tatters of reputation were stripped from the administra-
tion, by further damaging revelations and innuendoes. Floyd's peculiar
incompetence was given more publicity in a series of exposures which
left him little beyond a few reasonable doubts. At one time the Demo-